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probably spend on drinks alone for himself,—that  such
a people could ever have been civilised. *
The progress as well as the backwardness of the
Hindu, his virtues as well as vices, all that is good and
all that is bad in him and in his society, are in a great
measure attributable to this sovereignty of religion
over him. The entire literature of the Vedic period,
* Mr. Adam gives the following interesting description of the
Pundits (quoted in F. W. Thomas' " History and Prospects of British
Education in India/' p. 8):
"I saw men not only unpretending, but plain and simple in their
manners, and though seldom, if ever* offensively coarse, yet reminding
me ot the very humblest classes of English and Scottish peasantry;
living constantly half-naked and realising in this respect the descrip-
tions of savage life; inhabiting huts which, if we conneft moral con-
sequences with physical causes, might be supposed to have the effect
of stunting the growth of their minds, or in which only the most
contracted minds might be supposed to have room to dwell—and yet
several of these men are adepts in the subtleties of the profoundest
grammar of what is probably the most philosophical language in
existence; not only practically skilled in tHe niceties of its usage
but also in the principles of'its structure; familiar with all the varie-
ties and applications of their national laws and literature and indulging
in the abstrusest and most interesting disquisitions in logical and
ethical philosophy. They are, in general, shrewd, discriminating an^
mild in their demeanour. The modesty of their character does not
consist in abj eft ness to a supposed or official superior, but is equally
shown to each other. 1 have observed some of the worthiest speak
with unaffected humility of their own pretensions to learning, with
admiration of the learning of a stranger and countryman who wav
present, with high respect of the learning of a townsman who happen-
ed to be absent, and with just praise of the learning of an >thei
townsman after he had retired, although in his presence they wer*
silent respecting his attainments."

